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Framework of the project

● The XTEC (Educational Telematic Network of Catalonia) is a 
service provided to all Catalan schools by the Ministry of 
Education of the Government of Catalonia since 1989

● More than 3.000 primary and secondary schools are linked to the 
system.

● The service covers basic communications infrastructure, creation 
and hosting of digital contents, guidelines, in-service training and 
personal services to teachers, students and parents.

● Digital contents are mainly in Catalan
● The XTEC also hosts international projects based on free 

software and open to Spanish and foreign schools, like JClic and 
Virtual Notebooks



  

On-line learning objects at the XTEC

● Mini Didactic Units (MUD) at 
edu365.cat

● Video library at edu3.cat
● Didactic units
● Activities made with JClic and Virtual 

Notebooks
● Blogs and web pages created by 

teachers
● XTEC Open School



  

Aims of the Merlí project

● To define a basic LOM Application Profile for the Catalan 
educational system, including a structured vocabulary mapping 
the official curriculum.

● To start a process of cataloguing the Catalan on-line learning 
objects with LOM metadata.

● To connect the LOM repository with equivalent Spanish and 
European networks.

● To make easy the search of learning objects
● To build a teacher's on-line resource organizer to annotate, 

organize and use them.
● To enrich the LOM metadata with comments, ratings and 

keywords written by teachers.



  

Spanish and European frameworks

● LOM Application Profile
– European Schoolnet

Celebrate AP -> MELT AP
ETB Thesaurus -> LRE Thesaurus

– Spanish Ministry of Education and red.es
LOM.es

● Metadata exchange networks
– Learning Resource Exchange (LRE)

– Agrega (MEC + red.es), based on SCORM objects



  

Standards involved in the project
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General schema of data and services
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Main components

● Merlí cataloguer
– DUC: Curriculum vocabulary editor

– Magics: Management of system users and roles

– Morgana: Management of inventory and life cycle of the metadata

– Merlí: LOM editor

● Search engines
– Simple search

– Advanced search

● Browseable portal
– Registered teachers can add metadata to the system

● On-line resource organizer



  

Merlí cataloging system (I)



  

Merlí (II)
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Merlí
ETB keywords



  

Merlí
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Merlí portal and search engine (I)



  

Merlí portal and search engine (II)



  

Merlí portal and search engine (III)



  

Resource organizer (I)
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Resource organizer (II)



  

Resource organizer (III)



  

Resource organizer (IV)



  

Current state of the project

● Finished the first phase of development
● More than 3.000 digital objects already catalogued
● Descriptions are being translated to Spanish and English
● Testing at schools will start in February 2008
● Connection to LRE and Agrega still in development
● The whole project will be available in open source (GPL 2.0) in 

April 2008
● Next steps: invite Catalan publishers and teachers to add records 

into the database.



  

Thank you very much for your attention!


